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This decline of the judicial spirit was made more
conspicuous  by  the   conditions  of   war.   It  has
become  quite   common  for   certain  tribunals  to
arrive at their decision for all practical purposes
before they hear the proceedings.   A particularly-
gross case recently occurred where a bench of magis-
trates brought into Court a written judgment which
they proceeded to read, without the least regard to
the arguments which were placed before them, in
regard to the desirability of a naturalised British
subject holding a public-house licence.    The military
tribunals are composed for the most part of men who
are unacquainted with principles of law and are
obviously content to let the military representative
decide before the hearing what is to happen.   For-
tunately this official often does his duty better
than the tribunal itself.   The same lack of the
judicial spirit is conspicuous in  those provincial
tribunals which have exempted almost every man
who applied for exemption.   As regards freedom
of discussion it may be remarked that there is no
anti-clerical Press in England as there is in every
other European country.   Our newspapers repre-
sent either Church or Chapel, and any school of
thought opposed to Church or Chapel is studiously
ignored in their columns, even when the question
at issue is so vital to the country as that of the
marriage laws.

The bureaucratic tyranny of our time has found
its climax in the regulations of the Central Liquor
Control Board. Without any proper appeal or
responsibility to the people this Board have forced
on the poor the dangerous habit of secret drinking